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Original Idea

* |In 1971, Geoff Barrett asked, “Whither Homestead?”

* Would Homestead Valley’s open spaces be developed
with housing like so many other places in Marin?

 Or could Homestead preserve its open space?

* Geoff and Mike Cann and other community leaders
led the effort to secure bond funding to purchase
open space and park lands in Homestead Valley.

<= Lands to Preserve

L n * Large parcels existed on the north slope of Homestead Hill
- * Stolte Grove and Three Groves were in private ownership.
* Homestead needed a centrally located community center

to replace Brown’s Hall on Miller Avenue.

 Unpaved parts of Pixie Trail were privately owned.
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1973 Open Space Bond Issue

e (CSA14 (the entity by which Marin County recognizes the
unincorporated Homestead Valley) facilitated at voter discretion o | e

bond issue which will be used to purchase open space : 2
1n Homestead Valley. In a real sense, you are being SEPTEMBER 18

(] (] A
the receipt of funds from bonds to be issued by the Count Lo e e .
e ec p u e taxes will be spent to provide ...open space that Residents of County Service
enchances the character and value of homes in Homestead f| Area No. 14 are urged to VOTE in
Valley, or more roads, water mains, sewers, schools, a special election, September 18

* On September 18, 1973, Homestead residents voted 79% in seaTioiEl el el e e W et of vz o

in Homestead Valley. A two-
THE COSTS OF THE ALTERNATIVES thirds majority is needed to

favor of obtaining S600K (=54.2M today) in bond funds for g et i o i ey L

paid by the new homes constructed will not be sufficient to pay for the new roads,
sewers, school expansion and water mains that will be built and maintained. Additional

purchasing land in Homestead Valley. ST b rarced 1w 311 or e cons e ion i s momtes T e

taxes. These taxes will continue to increase as prices and salaries increase.

The exact tax cost of the development of Homestead open space has not been estimated,
but ev1den?e indicates that this cost would be higher than the tax cost to buy the
open space.

[ J
A ‘ O m m u n It Effo rt : Studies done by Livingston and Blayney, City and Regional Planning Consultants for
the city of Palo Alto (The Foothills Design Study), showed conclusively that the

i tax cost for the present residents is lower if open space is purchased and left open
| than if it is allowed to be developed.

. Where are the highest property taxes? Almost without exception, you'll find them in
P IVI a n eo Ie WO rked h a rd to m a ke It h a e n areas where development has been most extensive. Adding to the'tax base, just does
° not lower taxes. The lowest taxes are found in sparsely settled areas. Empirically

then, uncontrolled development results in higher taxes.

° ° ° ° |
° U k I I f d t t I ! 2. The ta)g cos; of buying open sapce in qugstead has been estimated. Measure A
n I u e S I S O O u r reSI e n S We re esse n Ia 5 i authorizes issuance of bonds up to a 1imit of $600,000. Taxes however, will be
based only on that portion actually used, and each individual land purchase must be
4 - : 4 5 appiov?]i by t::e Bzardtﬂf Suger;isors. Michael Mitchell, Marin Country's auditor-
controller estimates that if the entire amount of the bonds are used, the tax rate
— G eOff Ba rrett (CIVI I e n I n ee rl n m a I n bOta ny) | over the 40 year repayment schedule would range from $.19 to $.42, with an average
) ) ) | rate of $.26-1/2. Assuming the maximum rate of $.42 is applied, a home currently
assessed at $30,000 market value would be subject to an annual tax of only $24.15,
A f' d g - g $405000 gzme at on]c%l $34.65, a $50,000 home at $45.15, and a $60,000 at $55.65.
emember, these are the maximum tax rates. They could be lower. Also, once
Mike Cann (finance), Marty Rosen, Lou Harding, Senenber, chese are the tovinin tox ates. | ey coutd e Toer.A1se,once '

~ go higher in spite of inflation!

Marv Haiken (all legal), Al Wuthnow (publicity) srrfine o caporany” it Tl v e decnts st il s,
- Community leaders: Helen Beck, Chuck Oldenburg,

Larry Posner, Eric Stoelting. YES ON A
The Homestead Valley Land Trust (HVLT) Today

 Open Space: 80+ acres of land and several miles of trails.
- South side of Homestead Valley, Weedon Redwoods, Cowboy Rock, Pixie Trail.
 Parks: Stolte Grove, Three Groves, Volunteer Park

7\ X~ Homestead Valley Trail Map

HVLT \ Mill Valley, California
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Learn more about these trails and the Homestead Valley Land Trust at http://www.hvlt.org Created for Homestead Valley Land Trust by Ben Pease and Marabeth Grahame.

This is an update of HVLT’s original trail map by E. Stoetling (drawn 1976, updatd 2003). The base map is
adapted from the map Trails of Mt. Tamalpais, Muir Woods and the Marin Headlands, by Gerald W. Olmsted,
now published by Pease Press (www.peasepress.com). (Available at the Depot Bookstore and Muir Woods).

& Conditions of trails and stairs varies and is subject to change. Use caution and good judgement.
» Dogs allowed off-leash under voice control. Leashes are required where posted and/or indicated: }

@This is a critical fire area. Smoking and fires are prohibited.
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